CHAPTER  XII
THE OXYGEN ATTEMPT
As Mallory and his party were descending from
the North Col they met Finch coming up to make
his climb with oxygen. He was the great enthu-
siast for its use. Being a lecturer in chemistry
he had all the scientific man's keenness for the
application of science. And he did with great
thoroughness, and minute attention to detail,
whatever he took up. He had from the first
advocated the use of oxygen and had been put
in charge of all pertaining to it from the time
its use had been decided on in England.
Oxygen is in constant use by airmen. But till
now no attempt had been made by mountaineers
to use it on the scale which would be required on
Everest. And no apparatus had therefore been
previously devised for the purposes of mountain-
eering. That which the Expedition now had
was invented for the occasion. It was bound
therefore to show defects as it came to be used.
And Finch spent much of his time in remedying
those defects, as well as in training climbers in
its use. This training must have been a thank-
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